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TN THF. WRIT TEN DESCRIPTION: 

Please amend the first full paragraph on page 3 as follows: 
The embodiment of the invention according to Figure 1 comprises a conditioning container 1 for 
the liquid 2 to be degassed. In said container 1 a low pressure is generated by means of a 
vacuum pump 13 nreferablv a ore-vacuum pump which mav comprise a Ventori nozzle, and a 
supply container 3 is arranged downstream of said container 1 in accordance with Figure 1 . 
Preferably, due to the influence of the low pressure, the liquid 2 is sucked into the conditioning 
container 1 via the conduit 6 connected with the bottom la of the conditioning container 1 and 
andin p above the surface 2a of the liouid when the valve 8 is open. The liquid stays in the 
conditioning container 1 for a predetermined period of time (e.g. 3 to 8 minutes), wherein it can 
be heated preferably by means of a schematically shown heater 5. The gas bubbles 15 contained 
in the liquid 2 become bigger due to the influence of the low pressure and the increase in the 
temperature of the liquid, have an additional buoyancy, leave the surface 2a of the liquid 2 and 
are sucked off by the vacuum means 13. The level in the conditioning container 1 is controlled 
by a level indicator 1 1 . Moreover, a temperature sensor 10 which controls the power supply 
from a current source 14 to the heater 5 is provided. After the predetermined time period has 
passed, a valve 9 is opened and the thus degassed liquid is passed through the conduits 7 and 12 
into the supply container 3 due to the influence of the gravitational force. JJm inlet conduit 1 % js 
preferably arranged below the liquid lev el 7_a' and more preferred at the bottom 3a of the supply 
rrtntainer 3. The discharge conduit 7 is preferably c onnected with the bottom la of the 
condition ing container 1. 
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Please amend the fust Ml paragraph on page 4 as follows: 
^iv tw is a- .Hn^pW nressure in the snpr,l Y ^tajner. Figures 2a and 2b show 
enlarged views of the piston and the cylinder of the plunger pump during operation. According 
to Figure 2a, the cylinder 4b moves away from the stationary piston 4a in the direction of the 
arrow A, wherein the check-valve 4e opens and liquid 2' flows in the direction of the arrow B 
into the interior of the cylinder 4b. In Figure 2b the cylinder 4b moves in the direction of the 
arrow C towards the stationary piston 4a, wherein the check-valve 4e is closed and the liquid is 
pressed in the direction of the arrow D through the opening 4c into the outlet conduit 4d which 
supplies the liquid to a suitable appUcation, e.g. a lacquer or bonding agent head (not shown) for 
applying lacquer or bonding agent onto the surface of a substrate. 


3 

70046498v] 


PAGE 10/29 ' RCVDAT 1213/2003 6:23:13 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 k CSID:8S85094010* DURATION (mm-ss):0548 


